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1. Freidorf, a Cooperative Garden-
Village from 1919

1.1  Pioneer and time of the world
economic crisis 1919 – 1945
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136 row-houses

14 double-housescooperative center



Central green playground

private kitchen gardenscommon kitchen gardens

common perennial garden

common kitchen gardens
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private kitchen gardens

drawing of the architect
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Freidorf as a realised paradiese on earth ; greeting card by the architect Hannes Meyer



the guest of honour: G.J.D.C. Goedhard,
president of international federation

of cooperatives (in the middle)

the architect: Hannes Meyer

The ally: Edmund Schulthess, federal president

The initiator:
Bernhard Jäggi



7‘500‘000.-- swiss francs from the treasury of
the federal war profits tax

subject of the carneval of Basle 1921:
freedom fight of drunken villagers



7‘500‘000.-- swiss francs from the treasury of
the federal war profits tax

subject of the carneval of Basle 1921:
freedom fight of drunken villagers

1920-1948



The hudge cooperative house: „temple of community“ (Hannes Meyer)
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„mixture of factory building, monastery and temple“(Hannes Meyer)
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village shop primary schoolvillage restaurant

manual workvillage laundrybowling alley

ground
floor

basement
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student
rooms

great hall (500 seats!!)
with a very big stageoffice

board & 
meetingroom

gymnastic hallattic rooms for
students & staff

library

manual work

1st 
flo or

attic
floor





avant-garde theatrical performancies
in various bauhaus-styles staged by Hannes Meyer



school theater in the fifties
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men only in leadership even the knitting group is headed by a man



house Nr. 142: dwelling of Hannes Meyer
1921-1926
1947-1957

Urs Maurer 

„Klosterhof“
monastery courtyard



childrens work:
carrying logs
to the cellar and
pulling them up



childrens work:
collecting small

savings from house
to house and

delivering all the
money honestly
into the office of

the central coop-
erative building



commun kitchen garden and private playgrounds today

retirement & alternative dwellings (2000- 2007) and
supermarket on the reserve land



new activity:  flea and second hand market
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all-weather
soccer place

all-weather
sitting place

temporary
sitting place



permanent and temporary installations for the 100 year celebration, 2019   



beautifully made and illustrative publication for the 100th anniversary, 2019
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2. Eigenstrasse / Heimatstrasse
a Free Association in Zürich
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heavily traffic-calmed streets with seats
and flower pots, midst in the city

privately owned land and buildings
with a strong club organization
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events in the last 
two years:
St. Nicholas 
welcomes the
children on 
the street

jazz concert
on the street
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jazz concert on the street



3.   Erlenmatt-East, a New Cooperative
City Distric in Basel  
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old buil-
ding reused
as a neigh-
bourhood
meeting
place

old silo-
building
reused
as a trendy 
hostel,
boutique,
„soulfood“,
& meeting-
place

Erlenmatt-West

Erlenmatt-Ost

hudge
public
park,
biotope
& play-
ground

very high 
amount
of solar
energy
harvesting
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Erlenmatt Ost
lebendig, nachhaltig, 
gemeinschaftlich
Herzlich willkommen auf der Erlenmatt Ost! 
Du hast einen guten Ort gewählt. 
Hier entsteht ein neues, lebendiges Quartier, 
das du mitge stalten kannst.

Abfall
Refuse, reduce, 
reuse, recycle.

Quartierleben
Werde aktiv, gestalte mit.

Wohnfl äche
Weniger ist genug.

Mobil
Langsam, sicher, 
autofrei.

Die 2000 Watt-
Gesellschaft
Wer sonst, wenn 
nicht wir?

Mobility: slow, 
safe and car-free

Neighborhood life: 
get active, get involved

Living space: 
less is enough

2000 watt society: 
who else if not us?

Waste: refuse,
reduce, reuse,
recycle

Erlenmatt: lifely, sustainable, 
oriented towards the common good



Commun work of several organizations
‘

o Habitat (foundation)
o PK Abendroth (pension fund)
o Verein Erlenmatt (assoziation)
o Genossenschaft Erlenmatt (cooperative)

Personal en-
gagement

There are four strong institutions behind the Erlenmatt Ost project, 
which are also politically active and successful
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a high amount of solar energy use



organized events

communication takes place via a dedicated internet platform

shell construc-
tion festival

first official
exchange
between

foundation, 
„Habitat“

association
and the

cooperative

silo-festival first tree
planting
event in

the inner
courtyard





the award-winning
conversion project

of the old silo building





different biotopes for
endangered ruderal plants



New kindergarten and primary school Erlenmatt with "contemporary" 
school building architecture and a clean playground in concrete.



4.   The 4 Phases of child development
as four qualities of consciousness
and the according facilities
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The four phases of child development as four qualities of consciousness (Jean Gebser) 



ArchiLecture & LearnScaping Urs Maurer-Dietrich I  Dr. sc.Tech. I  Zürich   



PULS+

Christopher Alexander
Pattern Nr. 3
„Country-fingers“

urgent need
for action
in Megacities

release, keep free
or repurchase
of country fingers



Arrangement of nurseries, kindergardens, primary schools and
district sports facilities within city-country-fingers (Pattern Nr. 3)
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52

Kita in Bern, Büpliz, exceptionally with a large, beautiful garden,
but a missing transition between outside and inside.



"Normal" situation of a day care center in the city of Zurich
in an ordinary residential and commercial building.



54

"Garden side" of the KITA: not a single parking space is
"sacrificed" for the elementary needs of small children. 



Children don't need much more than a safe, natural place with
a few facilities,  KITA "Storchennest", St. Gallen Rhine Valley 55



„Playing is the highest form of research“. (Albert Einstein) 56
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1. The child does not exist. We have to distinguish at least 
4 different developmental phases of childhood.

6 Conclusions

3.  Social capital is only sustainable if a large part of the
land is held in common property.

5. Social capital is only sustainable if the neighborhood is
inhabited by 2-3 generations right from the beginning.

4. Social capital is only sustainable if it is organized through legal
structures such as associations, cooperatives or foundations.

2. The break and crisis of puberty requires our special
attention and mindfulness.
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6. For more and more children in the
age of preschool, between 1-5 years, 
the drama begins in nurseries and in
day-care centers
and
finds its tragic continuation in the
very "normal contemporary schools“.



Thanks for your
attention!

Dr. Urs Maurer, ArchiLecture & LearnScaping

info@schulbau.org
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